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Recent electoral trends illustrate the rise of radical right-

wing support in Western Europe. In addition, part of 

the phenomenon is the rise of Islamic fundamentalism, 

the presidential campaign, and the result of the election 

in the United States. During the past several years, most 

of the radical right-wing parties have been able to ex-

pand both votes and parliamentary representation, thus 

threatening to render the formation of governments. In 

order to understand the significance of these develop-

ments, it is necessary to discuss the origins, background, 

and evolution of these parties. This article provides an 

overview of the regional features of voting behaviour in 

post-socialist Hungary and it attempts to show the pro-

cesses that lead to voting for radical right parties. Dif-

ferent types of radical right-wing parties have appeared 

in post-socialist Central and Eastern Europe in several 

waves and with different intensities. In Hungary, the 

parliamentary elections held in 2010 resulted in a sub-

stantial rearrangement among the parliamentary parties. 

Left-liberal parties became significantly weaker, while 

the national radical party (Jobbik) got into the Hungari-

an National Assembly with a robust voters’ support. 

The expansion of the radical right continued in 2014 

when Jobbik won its second parliamentary term. The 

mainstream right-wing party Fidesz started to become 

more radical after the dangerous gain of Jobbik to stop 

them from further rising. The purpose of this study is to 

provide a picture about the performance of the radical 

right parties and their main topics (minorities, immigra-

tion) to mobilise voters. This Hungarian case study fo-

cuses on the impact of Roma minority spatial distribu-

tion on the radical right Jobbik electoral results. 
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Introduction 

To understand the nature of radicalisation is a challenging issue owing to its com-

plexity. The domestic and international actors of the scientific life closely monitor the 

strengthening of radical right parties in Europe. Research often articulates the dangers, 

causes, and possible effects of this phenomenon. The apathy prevailing in our society, 

the mistrust towards the political elite, and the generally perceptible sense of fear – 

both in an economic and a physical sense – can provide a fertile breeding ground for 

radical right-wing parties. Radicalisation can be related to migration, the economic 

crisis, and the looting of political parties. The latter was observed in Hungary in the 

aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis. The parliamentary elections held in 2010 result-

ed in a strong rearrangement in Hungary’s parliamentary party structure. Many of the 

ruling parties since 1990 have disappeared and their seats have been occupied by new 

parties. Thus, after the break-up of the bipolar party system, a third force (Jobbik – 

Movement for a Better Hungary) appeared in 2010. In other European countries, the 

radical right-wing parties have already been strengthened, which are more stable than 

their Eastern Central European counterparts. 

In Western Europe, migration is primarily linked with the strengthening of na-

tional radical parties, while in Eastern Europe, the primary source of voters’ mobili-

sation is the conflict between ethnic groups (Ignazi 2003, Giugni–Koopmans 2007, 

Sprinzak 1991). However, the situation changed after 2015. In terms of illegal mi-

gration, Hungary lies primarily in the migration path of migrants coming from the 

Middle East, and the country is currently facing big migratory pressure since 2015. 

The refugee camp in Budapest and the sightseeing of migrants on the rails and on 

the highways were published news reports. This was compounded by the deterrent 

effect of the terrorist attacks and disorder in Western Europe, which resulted in the 

inevitability of the ideal of peaceful inclusion and solidarity. In response to the vio-

lent acts, the Hungarian government transported immigrants to closed camps and 

completely closed the southern green border. 

The Hungarian government, which has been confronted with the immigration 

policy of the European Union (EU), has found allies in the Visegrád Four countries, 

but also has a number of supporters in the West of Europe to curb migration (e.g. 

Bavaria, the United Kingdom), in addition to the increasing activity of the extremist 

xenophobic parties and movements, who were the ones who raised the Hungarian 

prime minister on to their flag. The rise of radical ideals, including the radical right 

parties, is one of the current challenges of our time and the effects can be traced 

globally. This shows the strengthening of Islamic fundamentalism and partly a re-

sponse to this is the strengthening of the Dutch Liberation Party, the French Na-

tional Front, the German Alternative für Deutchland, and the Austrian Freedom 

Party. However, we can also include the United States’ presidential campaign. 
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The emergence of radical right parties in Western Europe is linked to immigra-

tion (Hirsch-Hoefler et. al. 2010, Giugni–Koopmans 2007, Sprinzak 1991), and 

primarily to the impoverished, sloping (lower) middle class and labourers who reject 

a multi-cultural society. Within the far-right party family, they also distinguish the 

parties belonging to the traditions of fascism, as well as the parties rejecting them 

and responding primarily to post-industrial social demands (Ignazi 2003). The pro-

cess of national radicalisation in response to migratory pressure is also observed in 

Israel. Four main features of the radical right parties in Israel – similar to their Eu-

ropean counterparts – are nationalism, exclusion (xenophobia), anti-democraticism, 

and moral conservatism (Pedahzur–Perliger 2004). In the post-socialist countries, 

the radical right-wing parties, unlike the Western-European far-right parties, are 

mainly characterised by traditional nationalism and intolerance against national mi-

norities rather than immigrants. These radical right parties had more middle-class 

support (Whitefield 2002). 

Bustikova and Kitschelt (2009) emphasise the important role of the irredentist 

aspirations as well. They claim that countries with the greatest potential for radical 

right mobilisation are those with small entrenched ethnic minorities, as well as those 

with irredentist claims against their neighbours, whether they are old or new states, 

in addition to where both conditions coincide, the potential grid/group mobilisation 

should be particularly strong. The authors suggest that the potential of the radical 

right for group mobilisation does not increase linearly with the size of the largest 

minority as a larger minority has the capacity to inflict major damage on the majority 

and its political organisations or controls are more economic assets and one or all of 

the relevant parties of the largest ethnic group need their support to build a winning 

governing coalition. 

Many electoral geographic investigations have dealt with territorial differences in 

voter behaviour (Angelusz–Tardos 2004, Csatári 2003, Hajdú 2006, Hegedűs 2007a, 

2007b, Horváth 2004, Hubai 2001, Ignácz–Szabó 2014, Szabó 2010, 2014), changing 

voting patterns and cleavages by ethnic voting (Szabó–Tátrai 2016), and bias of the 

electoral system (Johnston 2002, Kovács 1991, 2000, Vida 2016, Vida–Kovács 2017). 

This study investigates the attitude towards minorities and considers the question of 

the role of minorities in the strengthening of radical right parties in general. The 

paper would like to provide an answer to the voting pattern of the Hungarian Jobbik 

influenced by the spatial distribution of Roma population in particular. 

Detecting the indicators of national radicalisation 

The concept of radical right can be interpreted as a cultural and political ideolog-

ical approach. In political ideological interpretation, it is characterised by strong 

group identity and homogeneous national consciousness (‘we group’), romantic, and 
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populist ultranationalism. Owing to their anti-establishment profile, radical right-

wing parties question liberal democracy and its individualistic principles. Conse-

quently, they are generally located at the edge of the political spectrum of liberal 

democracies. In cultural terms, it can be associated with various ethnic, religious, or 

gender-based exclusion, which includes impatience and scapegoating against minori-

ties. In addition, it also displays anti-elitist marks that reflect the questioning of the 

actual political elite and representative democracies (Minkenberg 2015). 

Kasprowicz (2015) breaks the concept of the radical right into three groups. She 

distinguishes them as 1. right-wing nationalists, 2. right-wing radicals, and 3. right-

wing extremists. Nationalists criticise political and social order, but support demo-

cratic structures. Radicals are characterised by anti-xenophobia, the resistance to a 

threatening multi-cultural EU and the criticism of the democratic system. The most 

extreme right side is openly neo-Nazi, which is a cause of national decline and calls 

for democracy and pluralism. 

Radicalism is closely linked to the extreme manifestations of intra-social con-

flicts. One of the best-known conflict theories are (neo) Marxism, which is charac-

terised by Marx’s (and Engels) work. According to them, societies are unsteady as 

they are systems that can change. Marx states that any system with inequality has the 

potential of conflict and revolution (Marx 1986). As a result of this neomarxist ap-

proach, at the end of the 20th century, social geographic differences and their spatial 

implications, such as movements facing the global processes, have come to the fore-

front of geography (Boros 2012).  

In light of this, we can state that the economic crisis and uncertain social climate 

– including the unpredictable end of the migration crisis – is the most beneficial for 

radical right-wing parties. According to many researchers on the subject, one of the 

main causes of the strengthening of radical right-wing parties is illegal immigration 

(Ignazi 2003, Hirsch-Hoefler et al. 2010, Giugni–Koopmans 2007, Koopmans 2015, 

Sprinzak 1991). This finding is confirmed by Switzerland (Fitzgerald–Lawrence 

2011), Austria, the United Kingdom, France, Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, 

the Balkans (Bulgaria, and Macedonia), and only partially by Sweden, Belgium 

(Coffé et al. 2007, Poznyak et al. 2011), and Germany which have started to move in 

this direction (Glorius 2017). Hungary and Poland could also be listed here, but the 

national radicalisation of Hungary has taken a significant turnaround during the 

economic crisis and the growing number of crimes committed by the Roma minori-

ties. Furthermore, this situation is compounded by the current migration pressure. 

However, the latter did not increase the support of the radical Jobbik more than the 

mainstream right-wing Fidesz – Hungarian Civic Alliance. This is similar to Poland’s 

case where the radicalisation of mainstream right-wing Law and Justice (PiS) can be 

traced, and many similar processes can be observed across Europe, which have led 

to the political shift of the larger mainstream right-wing parties (Minkenberg 2015). 
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In the post-socialist countries, over the past 26 years, various radical right-wing 

parties have emerged in different waves with different intensities, whose popularity 

was primarily built on the renovation of historic grievances and directed against 

minorities (Whitefield 2002). However, as a result of the migration crisis that has 

been centred since 2015 (Kocsis et al. 2016), an anti-immigrant radicalism has begun 

that was only experienced in Western Europe previously. This topic was completely 

taken away by the mainstream right-wing Fidesz from the radical, but moderating 

Jobbik, thus the claims of Michael Minkenberg realised that proves the mainstream 

right-wing party have radicalised to curb the radical right-wing party (Minkenberg 

2015). 

Critical parties looking for a novel response to the challenges of globalisation in 

Hungary include Jobbik, and LMP (Politics Can Be Different), which have been 

voted parliamentary parties since 2010. However, the urban and folk contradictions 

remain with regard to the social embeddedness of the new parliamentary parties. It 

transpires the classical cleavages of the political division after the change of the 

regime (city-village, secular-religious) and the attitude towards socialism (Körösényi 

1998, Tóka 2005). However, LMP and Jobbik are differently related to supranation-

al organisations. Among the LMP and Jobbik voters, the different attitudes towards 

the EU can be observed. Voters of the LMP are more for EU membership (but 

18% of them oppose that), whereas anti-unionism is mostly characterised by voters 

of the Jobbik, although membership to the EU is still supported by 58% (Bakonyi et 

al. 2011). Nevertheless, their positions were certain in the critics of globalisation and 

approximately in their migration policy too. In 2010 and 2014, Jobbik was still a 

right-wing radical party according to Dominika Kasprowicz’s definition. Thus, in 

my statistical analysis, I relied on the results of parliamentary elections held in 2014 

as in 2014, Jobbik became more successful nationwide, mainly in Central and 

Southern Transdanubia where it previously achieved weaker results.  

In addition to the growth of globalisation and social differences, the already 

mentioned growing immigration and a group of minority can be the biggest source 

of conflict between the majority society and the ethnic or immigrant population 

(Bustikova–Kitschelt 2009). In Hungary, the largest ethnic minority is the Roma 

ethnic group, thus the ratio of Roma people at the settlement level may provide a 

good indicator for the opportunities of radical right Jobbik. I relied on the data of 

Census 2011, which is based on self-assessment. However, on the basis of the litera-

ture, they are either more likely to admit being Roma living in smaller settlements 

(‘peripheries of the peripheries’) nor those living in Budapest. Theories of contradic-

tory expectations (Virág 2010, Havas 1995) describe rather complementary process-

es than mutually exclusive processes. However, this is not true for all the Roma 

people. Csaba-Zoltán and Závecz’s uniform Roma model did not reveal any signifi-
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cant results. For both the Vlach gypsies and Beas gypsies, it was true that if the re-

spondent does not reside in Budapest, then he or she will be more likely to admit 

himself or herself Vlach or Beas gypsy than when he lives in the capital. However, 

in the case of Romungrons, there as an opposite tendency (Csaba–Závecz 2011). 

The number of Roma population can only be estimated by relying on various 

surveys. In the year 1971, the number of people living in Roma households was 

estimated at approximately 320,000, in 1993 at 468,000, and in 2003 between 

520,000 and 650,000 (Kemény 2004). However, the number of Roma people rec-

orded in Census 2011 was only half of the number measured in Kemény’s (2003) 

survey. According to the census data, 315,101 people declared themselves belonging 

to the Roma minority, who were mostly concentrated in the regions of Northern 

Hungary and Southern Transdanubia (see Figure 1). In order to identify the territo-

rial well-identified differences, I verified the census data to gain an idea of the extent 

to which the presence of a Roma minority contributed to the strengthening of Job-

bik. The distortions in self-reported census results can lead to unified variations in 

all rural settlements in the country, which is confirmed by the literature that people 

living outside Budapest are more likely to admit being gypsies. As my surveys in-

clude settlement-level analysis, the loss of identity or denial of self-declaration in 

Budapest has less influence on my results. 

Figure 1 

 

Note: The numbers of settlements are indicated in brackets.  

Source: Own calculation and elaboration based on Census 2011 data. 
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Analysing the relationship between the national radicalisation 
and the percentage of Roma minority in the case of Hungary 

To highlight the relationship of ethnic group size to radical right-wing party success, 

the political geographers use regional statistical methods. Bustikova and Kitschelt 

(2009) claim that large minorities induce fairly moderate behaviour among majority 

parties, whereas smaller minorities create incentives for more aggressive and possi-

bly violent ethnic appeal as collective action is easier among smaller ethnic minori-

ties. Therefore, they expected to observe the highest potential for radical right mo-

bilisation in countries with relatively small ethnic groups. On the other hand, in 

countries with a large ethnic minority and with contested state building, the reser-

voir for the radical right-wing is parched. In their theoretical argument, they state 

that countries with an ethnic minority comprising of 10% of the population are 

more prone to radical right mobilisation than a large (50%) minority (Bustikova–

Kitschelt 2009). 

However, these results can be questioned as they deal with a very small number 

of countries, which constrains the statistical techniques based on the asymptotic 

properties of large-N samples. As such, I expect to revalidate these basic findings 

with large-N samples of 3150 settlements. In the Hungarian case, the Roma minori-

ty fits well in this model as Hungary is approximately split as 90-10 between majori-

ty and minority, and has hosted a vibrant radical right-wing party since the financial 

crisis of 2007–2008.  

When I used geographically weighted regression (Fábián 2014) to model the de-

pendent variable, I am generally interested in predicting values or understanding the 

factors that contribute to dependent variable outcomes. I am also interested in ex-

amining how spatially consistent (stationary) relationships exist between the de-

pendent variable and each explanatory variable across the study area. Examining the 

coefficient distribution as a surface shows where and how much variation is present. 

In addition, the method of regression analysis can be used to map the relationship 

between election results and the various socio-economic indicators. Understanding 

this variation shows us that some variables may not be globally significant as in 

some regions, they are positively related and in others they are negatively related. 

Regression analysis allows us to model, examine, and explore spatial relationships 

and can help explain the factors behind the observed spatial patterns. When we want 

to understand why people are voting for radical right-wing parties in certain regions 

of the country or what factors contribute to higher than expected rates, then we have 

to model spatial relationships. However, regression analysis can also be used for 

prediction and modelling the factors that may contribute to radicalisation.  

The regression analysis has also shown neighbouring relationships that could not 

be solved by analysing individual settlements. As there are settlements that do not 
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have a Roma minority, there is a remarkable link between the two indicators, such as 

Nyomár and Ziliz in the neighbourhood of Edelény, or Szorgalmatos in the Szabolcs-

Szatmár-Bereg County, which do not have a Roma minority, but the regression analy-

sis shows a correlation (see Figure 2). This is attributable to the fact that in all the 

surrounding settlements, there is a greater number of Roma minority (5-20%). 

Figure 2 

 

Source: Own calculation and elaboration based on valasztas.hu and Census 2011  data. 

For the purpose of defining the overall territorial differences, I conducted a hot 

spot analysis from the spatial statistics methodology (Bochsler 2010, Dusek–Kotosz 

2016, Tóth 2003). Adopting this methodology, other research has shown the distor-

tions of constituencies, territorial differences in party preferences, and the impacts 

on political representation (Vida–Kovács 2015). Getis–Ord’s local Gi* statistics 

provide a value to each territorial unit, and also provide a clear spatial response to 

the spatial concentration of participation rates and the support of political parties 

(Getis–Ord 1992). 

With Getis–Ord’s hot spot analysis, we obtain a detailed, mosaic map that delim-

its microregions based on neighbourhood matching (see Figure 3). This tool works 

by considering each feature within the context of neighbouring features. A feature 

with a high value is interesting, but may not be a statistically significant hot spot. To 

be a statistically significant hot spot, a feature will have a high value and be sur-
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rounded by other features with high values as well. The local sum for a feature and 

its neighbours is compared proportionally to the sum of all the features. When the 

local sum is very different from the expected local sum and that difference is too 

large to be the result of a random chance, then it is a statistically significant score 

results. When this correction is applied, statistical significance is adjusted to account 

for multiple testing and spatial dependencies. 

Radicalisation is measured in the most perceptible method in Northern Hungary, 

in a group of settlements surrounding Miskolc and in Heves County as well. This 

may occur as this area lay on the commuting route of the Roma minority between 

the county seat and their home. There is also an array of ethnically less-

proportioned blocks, as well as the surroundings of a block of settlements belonging 

to the Romas between Edelény-Szendrő and Encs. 

Figure 3 

 

Source: Own calculation and elaboration based on valasztas.hu and Census 2011  data. 

In the results of the geographically weighted regression tool, the residuals show 

the difference between measured and predicted results. These differences between 

measured and predicted results show where Jobbik’s support is lower than the 

preliminary assumptions anticipated. This map provides a visual representation of 

how well the model’s predicted values explain the variation in the observed 

dependent variable values. However, the predicted values will rarely match the ob-
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served values exactly. The difference between the observed y-values and the pre-

dicted y-values are called the residuals. These estimates can be used to map the areas 

where Jobbik should get more votes or where the party can gain their votes in the 

future if ethnical conflicts play a role in the motivation of votes. This model is 

interpretable similar to a risk mapping that focuses on the possible ethnic conflicts 

between the majority and the Roma minority. These possible ethnic conflict sources 

are marked in red (see Figure 4). 

Figure 4 

 

Source: Own calculation and elaboration based on valasztas.hu and Census 2011  data. 

However, it also shows that our basic assumption has not been fulfilled. 

According to this, the greater presence of the Roma minority has contributed to the 

strengthening of Jobbik. These are possible sources of conflicts detected by the 

geographically weighted regression analysis that can provide a favourable breeding 

ground for radical right-wing parties’ policies. However, on the basis of the 2014 

election results, a significant part of these red marked settlements can be 

characterised by the dominance of Fidesz. 

In many cases, the results of the statistical analysis were not as expected, as in 

several settlements, Jobbik significantly underperformed in comparison to the 

results of the model. It can be stated that the election results of Fidesz tend to 

correlate directly with the Roma-populated areas (see Figure 5), while in the case of 
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Jobbik, the regression analysis resulted in a greater correlation in the neighbourhood 

of Roma settlements and in the surroundings of peripheral regions where Roma 

people are a majority. 

The cities of Pécs, Eger, Szeged, and Veszprém, and the smaller cities of 

Kazincbarcika and Ajka can be included in the group of potentially radicalising 

regions based on the regression model (see Figure 4). Certainly, only radicalisation 

of ethnic conflicts may arise. However, many other factors may also affect 

radicalisation, which require further testing. 

Figure 5 

 
Source: Own calculation and elaboration based on valasztas.hu and Census 2011 data. 

The results of regression analysis also show that salient support of Fidesz can 

not always be connected with those settlements where Roma people are a majority 

as there are several settlements in Northern-Hungary (Borsod), which favoured 

other parties, such as the Socialists. In the Upper Tisza Valley and the northern part 

of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén County, the correlation between the presence of the 

Roma people and the proportion of Fidesz votes is most evident (see Figure 5). The 

areas identified by the Hot Spot analysis show a much smaller correlation with 

Jobbik’s results, which can be attributed to the northeastern areas where the results 

are clearly separable (see Figure 6). 
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Figure 6 

 

Source: Own calculation and elaboration based on valasztas.hu and Census 2011 data. 

In addition to the study of Bustikova and Kitschelt, I have examined the possi-

ble explanatory factors of the relationship between the Roma and Jobbik voters on 

the basis of invasion-successional cycle model. The four-phase invasion-

successional cycle model of Clay (1979) and Ley (1980) is based on the exchange of 

local community living in the city in which a group (B) moves into a given area 

where a social group (A) has been used (‘invasion’). Further, slowly, vacant dwell-

ings are leased and gradually (B) becomes dominant (‘succession’). This process is 

reinforced by the significant social status difference between the two groups, and 

households belonging to group B do not prefer to live in co-habitation (A) (neigh-

bourhood relations) (Friedrichs 1998). Schelling (1971) added this process to the so-

called tipping effect, the essence of which is to define a breakpoint (25%) in the 

process of exchanging the ratio of the two different social groups in an urban dis-

trict, which will change the dynamics of the process and the slow exchange process 

with turbulence takes place.  

This model was constructed on the basis of the exchange of urban social groups 

and gentrification, but the exchange of a village’s social groups takes place in a simi-

lar manner, only in a reverse manner and it also generates many conflicts (Boros et 

al. 2016, Fabula et al. 2017, Kovács et al. 2013). The proportion of the wealthier 
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population is not increasing, but the poorer proportion is increasing. Havas (1999) 

in his study elaborately analysed the factors that had transformed the composition 

of small villages into the population of a lower status existing in the 1960s, but even 

more so in the 1970s. As a result of the deteriorating infrastructure, the willingness 

to move increased and it was supported by local policies that directed the residents 

of the destroyed Roma colonies to these small settlements from district centres. He 

observed that 20% of Roma people are the critical limit when conflicts multiply, the 

pace of non-Romas moving significantly, and that is why the process of ghettoisa-

tion is likely to become irreversible (Havas 1999). In the 1990s, ghettoisation con-

tinued and differences in living conditions between settlements were increased by 

the spread of segregated education (Ladányi–Szelényi 2004, Virág 2003a, Virág 

2003b). 

From electoral geographic point of view, it appears that after the Roma popula-

tion was dominated by a particular settlement, Jobbik’s election results rapidly de-

creased. Though these measurements do not analyse a concrete transformation 

process, it fits well into the breakpoint effect that can be measured between 40–42% 

in the invasion-successional cycle model (see Figure 7). In addition, the so-called 

tipping effect can be observed after the 20% threshold, when Jobbik reaches its 

maximum results and after that it steeply drops. 

Figure 7 
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Source: Own calculation and elaboration based on valasztas.hu data.  
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In contrast, Fidesz’s graph of results move counter in comparison to the ratio of 

Jobbik’s graph. This means that with an increase in the proportion of Roma people, 

the rate of Jobbik voters decrease, while the results of Fidesz increase (see Figure 8). 

To reduce the large differences between the various settlements, I determined the 

moving averages for 25 settlements to illustrate the main trends. Based on these, it 

can be stated that the results of the two parties called the national and right-wing 

parties are almost altered with barely visible differences in the first quarter of the 

settlements. However, when the ratio of the proportion of Roma population is 

more than 20%, the two parties’ results move in a clearly opposite direction, which 

is particularly pronounced after the breakpoint of 40%. 

Figure 8 
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Source: Own calculation and elaboration based on valasztas.hu data.  

Conclusion 

In the last decade, Europe has been facing increasing problems and one of these 

problem’s sign is the rise of far-right and radical right-wing political parties. 

National radicalisation has gained ground globally and in Hungary too, particularly 

after the 2010 parliamentary elections, where the antecedents include a global and 

more escalated local crisis. When Jobbik came to parliament, it did not lose its 

former supporters and even improved its achievements in 2014, and became one of 

the major challengers of the largest national conservative party. Fidesz responded 



Investigating the background of radical right-wing mobilization in Hungary  

with regional statistical methods 
15 

 

Regional Statistics, Vol. 7. No. 2. 2017   

Online first Bertus: 1–19; DOI: 10.15196/RS070207 

with radicalisation and received increasingly more issues from the Jobbik program. 

Finally, with the escalation of the migration crisis, Fidesz launched itself into an 

anti-immigrant campaign before the 2016 referendum. 

In response to the radicalisation of Fidesz, Jobbik launched its right centre on 

the political palette, trying to win voters from the mainstream parties. However, 

other political formations have also emerged as a result of the diminishing support 

for Fidesz and the reversal of the Jobbik. Apart from this, the 2010 and 2014 

elections did not show the Jobbik moderate people’s party programme, but relied 

on the radical voters’ camp. Therefore, I used the results of 2014 to reveal the link 

between Jobbik’s national radical voters and the ratio of the Roma minority. In 

order to do so, based on preliminary research, I hypothesised that in those 

settlements where the minority population was more than 50%, there is less chance 

of radicalisation; on the other hand, settlements where 10% of the population make 

up minorities, there is a greater chance of radical revolution. 

Based on the results, the hypothesis proved that the Jobbik election results in 

2014 increased to a certain level with an increase in the proportion of the Roma 

minority. But the potential of Jobbik for group mobilisation does not linearly 

increase with the size of the largest minority because tipping effect can be observed 

after the 20% threshold, when Jobbik reach its maximum results and after that it 

steeply drops. Subsequently, in the settlements where the Roma population had 

reached 40%, the radical party’s support was repeatedly increased. In the case of 

Romas living in settlements higher than 40%, there is a continuous decline in the 

election results of Jobbik. Thus, the breakpoint between 40–42% can be traced back 

to the exchange of social groups, similar to the case of gentrification. 

In totality, it can be verified that the territorial distribution of the largest minority 

in Hungary played a role in the strengthening of the Jobbik. The ratio of Roma 

people does not exceed 40-50% nationwide, thus they do not have the same 

significance that would force the parties to represent them and they do not have 

high-level organisations, autonomous provinces, such as the Catalans or the Baltic 

and Ukraine Russians. Accordingly, they fit in the model of Bustikova and Kitchelt, 

in which 50–50% ethnicities are less suitable for radicalisation, while countries with 

much smaller minority create incentives for more agressive ethnic appeals and 

radicalisation. Considering this in more detail, we can state that this 10% limit can 

be extended to 20%, which follows a downward trend and in excess of 40%, the 

presence of minorities gradually reduces the possibility of national radicalisation. In 

further investigations, it is important to examine the role of other socio-economic 

indicators underlying the radicalisation. 
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