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SOUTH KOREA

Working day Not a working 
day

1,167 3,057

4,224

HUNGARY

Working day Not a working day
Not working / Receive 

childcare support

134 167 208

375

509

Korea Time Use Survey 2014   &   Hungary Time Use Survey 2010

Sample:

• Married, and living with a spouse/companion

• Age of 19~54 

• Mothers with their youngest child under age 10



By Weekday & Working Day

Working day Not a 

working day

Total

Weekday 1,015 1,558 2,573

Weekend 152 1,499 1,651

Total 1,167 3,057 4,224

By Age of Children & Working Day

Working day Not a 

working day

Total

0~3 yrs 475 1,755 2,230

4~6 yrs 348 692 1,040

7~9 yrs 344 610 954

Total 1,167 3,057 4,224

By Age of Children & Employment Status

Employed

On leave/

vacation

Not employed Total

0~3 yrs 732 92 1,406 2,230

4~6 yrs 534 2 504 1,040

7~9 yrs 536 4 414 954

Total 1,802 98 2,324 4,224

Samples of South Korea
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By Weekday & Working Day

Working day Not a 

Working

day

Not a working day / Receive 

Childcare Support

Total

Weekday 127 88 155 370

Weekend 7 79 53 139

Total 134 167 208 509

Samples of Hungary

By Age of Children & Working Day

Working day Not a 

Working

day

Not a working day / Receive 

Childcare Support

Total

0~3 yrs 16 30 181 227

4~6 yrs 60 79 18 157

7~9 yrs 58 58 9 125

Total 134 167 208 509

By Working status & Working day

Working day Not a 

Working Day

N/A Total

Work 128 78 1 207

Unemployed 2 0 52 54

Student 1 0 0 1

Disability pension 0 0 5 5

Childcare support/ Working 2 3 2 7

Childcare Support/ Not working 0 11 192 203

Own household 0 0 27 27

Don’t work for no reason 1 0 4 5

Total 134 92 283 509
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Hungarian Mothers

Percentage of Institution Enrollment of Children 

Q. How can you reconcile your own schedule with the below activities?
2. with opening time of your child(ren)’s nursery, kindergarten, school 

(or the time of activities)

1) Causes problems, but solvable
2) Sometimes cause unsolvable problems
3) I can only solve them by taking a day off
4) Can not harmonize it with my schedule at all
5) Does not concern me
6) N/A                                                                                → Not enrolled (105)

Enrolled (404)



Employed mothers
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Childcare Activities 

SOUTH KOREA

Caring for children under 10

Physical care / Teaching / Reading books
& Playing / Nursing / Other

Caring for children over 10

Physical care / Helping with study / 
Nursing / Other

HUNGARY

Caring for infant until 3

General care / Feeding / Bathing&Changing /
Nursing / Fresh air&Walk / Putting to sleep / Other

Physical care for older children

General care / Physical care / Nursing /
Fresh air&Walk / Other

Story telling / Playing 

General care / Story telling&Singing / Game / Taking 
care of children’s friends / Saying goodbye / Other

Studying / Checking HW

General care / Sending off to school / Helping with
study / Listening&Checking HW / Other

Other / Spending time with children

General care / Accompanying / Participating / 
Conversation / Other



Total Childcare Time

Average Minutes by Age of Children

Findings
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Korean Mothers’ Total Childcare Time 

by Age and Number of Children

On a working day Not on a working day
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Hungarian Mothers’ Total Childcare Time 

by Age and Number of Children

On a working day

Not on a working day
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Korean Mothers’ Childcare Time 

by Each Activity : Caring under the age of 10

On a working day Not on a working day

67,8

43,4

14,7
7,4

15,9 17,9

28,6

15,8

5,11,9 0,7 0,3

12
16,4

6,2

0

30

60

90

120

150

0~3 yrs 4~6 yrs 7~9 yrs

Physical care Teaching Books/Playing Nursing Other

150

55,9

24,2

8,3

19,9
25,1

72,3

37,5

14,5
5,1 1,7 1,6

16,4
23,1

13,1

0

30

60

90

120

150

0~3 yrs 4~6 yrs 7~9 yrs
Physical care Teaching Books/Playing Nursing Other



Korean Mothers’ Childcare Time 

by Each Activity : Caring over the age of 10

On a working day Not on a working day
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Hungarian Mothers’ Childcare Time 

by Each Activity : Five categories of care

On a working day

Not on a working day

Not on a working day

Receive childcare support
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Hungarian Mothers’ Childcare Time 

by Each Activity : Category 1

Physical care for infant until the age of 3
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NOWORK

Care
in general

Feeding
Bathing/
Changing

Nursing
Fresh air
Walking

Putting to
sleep

Other
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4~6 0.0 0.2 1.4 0.0 3.4 2.9 0.0
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SUPPORT
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in general
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Fresh air
Walking

Putting to
sleep

Other
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4~6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.3 0.0
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Hungarian Mothers’ Childcare Time 

by Each Activity : Category 2

Physical care / Nursing / Supervision for children over age of 3
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Care
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Hungarian Mothers’ Childcare Time 

by Each Activity : Category 3

Story telling / Playing with children

WORK

Care
in general

Story
telling

Game
Caring for

visiting friends
Saying

goodbye
Other
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in general

Story
telling

Game
Caring for

visiting friends
Saying

goodbye
Other
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Hungarian Mothers’ Childcare Time 

by Each Activity : Category 4

Studying with children / Checking school assignment

WORK
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Hungarian Mothers’ Childcare Time 

by Each Activity : Category 5

Other activity related to children / Spending time with children
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Korean Mothers’ Daily Life 

by Work Day
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Korean Mothers’ Daily Life 

by Work Day & Age of Children
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Hungarian Mothers’ Daily Life 

by Work Day
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Hungarian Mothers’ Daily Life 

by Work Day & Age of Children
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Discussions

Similarities

- Physical care is found to be most demanding work for both Korean 

and Hungarian mothers. 

- Working mothers childcare time is half of that of not working mothers. 

Differences

- Hungarian mothers’ childcare time is found higher. 

- Hungarian mothers spend more on “helping with study” than Korean 

mothers. 

- Hungarian mothers with support spend most than the rest of groups. 



Childcare in South Korea 

• South Korea’s childcare model began to develop when the Child Welfare 

Act (the Act) was first introduced in 1962. Prior to that, no solid policy for 

childcare existed. 

• At the beginning of the 21st century, South Korea face low fertility rates, 

1.08 in 2005. → Support for Family. 

• Maternity leave is given for 3 months. 

• Daycare/nurseries provide free service. 

• Social norm discourages mothers’ sending their young child to the facility. 



• The Hungarian family policy system has its base on the assumption that 
children under age three mostly cared for at home. 

• Social standards encourage mothers to raise their children when they are 
young, so mothers play a primary caregiver role with young child. 

• Child start attending the care facilities and are entitled to a free place in a 
kindergarten. 

1) Paid maternity leave is given for 20 weeks. (1891)

2) GYED: childcare allowance. 70% of their previous salary is paid. (1985)

3) GYES: childcare allowance. Minimum level. 100 euros per month. (1967)

Childcare in Hungary 



Childcare in Hungary 



Total Fertility Rate

World

Hungary

South Korea

2017 Hungary: 1.39
2017 South Korea: 1.05


