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Who do Korean teenagers spend 
most of their time with?



Who do you usually spend time
with in the evening?



How to use time of teenagers provide important

information about the youth growth. 

(Huebner & Mancini, 2003).

The concentration was better when teenagers were alone 

in their daily life than when they were with other people.

(Csikszentmihalyi & Larson, 1984). 



In an international comparison of the OECD 33 countries 

for the child well-being index, Korea has unfortunately ranked 

low for 11 years since 2008. 



Collection of Korean Child Well-Being Index 
and Its International Comparison with other OECD Countries 
(Yonsei University's Social Development Research Institute, 
2010) :

“The level of their satisfaction is significantly high with 
parents.” 
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Data

2014 Korea Time Use Study, Time Slot

10-15 years old(Elementary School 4th- Middle School)

A random week day

N=1,407



When 

Between 6 p.m and 12 p.m after school

With Who?

Alone / Parents / Friends(including sibling, acquaintance, etc)   



“With Who – Weekdays” (N=1,407)
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6:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 9:00 p.m. 10:00 p.m. 11:00 p.m.

1 C220 22.67% C220 19.55% C220 15.42% C260 18.62% C260 13.93% A120 44.71%

2 A220 10.52% A220 17.56% C260 12.94% G240 12.37% G240 12.72% Z120 15.49%

3 H320 8.96% H320 8.53% A220 12.30% C220 10.09% Z120 12.72% C260 9.24%

C220:  Private Education

A120: Bed Time 

G240:  Media (TV, Streaming etc.) 

H320:  Commuting Private 
Education 

C260:  Doing Self-Study

A220:  Having Meal 

Z120: Fill in the Time Diary



“With Who – weekend”
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Two main reason why Korean teenagers spend the evening alone

1. A lot of private education time due to competition

2. Their parents work a lot



Hours worked (OECD, 2018) 



Summery 

- They are alone in the evening. 

- The main activity is private education and doing self-study.

- They feel alone, when they study

- There are not enough time with parents in weekdays.

- Main reason:  A lot of private education time due to competition.

Their parents work a lot.



Thank you 


