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immigration on the labour market conditions 
of natives in Argentina, a developing country 
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strategy employed is an instrumental variable 
estimation method that exploits the variability 
in immigrant settlement between Argentine 
regions. This strategy allows for estimating 
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absence of negative effects on labour market 
conditions or on the subjective perception of 
such conditions. These results are critical for 
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that there is no scientific basis for restricting 
immigration flows based on concerns about 
the labour market conditions of natives. 
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Introduction 

Immigration − the arrival of individuals from another country − has become 
increasingly frequent globally. Between 1990 and 2020, the number of immigrants 
increased by 84% globally (International Organization for Migration 2023); in the 
same period, the population growth rate was 48%. The reasons for migration include 
wars, natural disasters and adverse economic conditions. Economic intuition suggests 
that individuals migrate to countries where marginal product is higher and, therefore, 
so is their salary. These movements of people constitute changes in the labour supply 
and can have substantial economic consequences in terms of wages, inequality and 
other dimensions (Borjas 2003, Dustmann et al. 2023). 

On the one hand, immigrants compete with natives for jobs, exerting downwards 
pressure on wages and worsening job opportunities for natives. Immigrants with low 
(high) qualifications will compete in the labour market with natives with low (high) 
qualifications, putting downwards pressure on the wages of this group of workers. 
Therefore, the impact of immigration on the labour market conditions of natives will 
depend on the profile of the immigrants in relation to that of the natives. On the 
other hand, the arrival of immigrants could increase the productivity of other 
productive factors such as capital or land. In this scenario, immigration could improve 
the labour market conditions of natives (i.e. higher wages due to higher productivity). 
Thus, the theoretical impact of immigration on the labour market conditions of 
natives remains ambiguous (Dustmann et al. 2023). 

Empirical research has typically focused on examining developed countries as 
recipients of immigrants (Bratsberg−Raaum 2012, Dustmann et al. 2013, Foged−Peri 
2016, Aksu et al. 2018, Piyapromdee 2020, Dustmann et al. 2023). These studies 
suggest the existence of small or null effects of immigration on the labour market 
conditions of natives, including in the United States, the United Kingdom, and the 
Nordic countries. In all cases, the low labour informality in these countries stands 
out. Furthermore, Dustmann et al. (2023) find that immigrants have a higher 
educational level than natives in the United Kingdom. 

Studies on developing countries as recipients show mixed evidence. Delgado-
Prieto (2023) studies administrative records of Colombia and observes that the arrival 
of Venezuelan immigrants negatively affects the wages and employment of natives 
who work in small businesses or receive the minimum wage, but not other groups of 
workers. Bonilla-Mejia et al. (2020) use household microdata and report a null result 
in terms of the impact on wages and a small result in terms of employment. The 
Colombian case was also examined by Caruso et al. (2021), Lebow (2022, 2024) and 
Lombardo et al. (2021). Other works have examined the conditions in Turkey (Del 
Carpio−Wagner 2015, Ceritoglu et al. 2017, Aksu et al. 2018) and Peru. In these 
countries, evidence shows that immigrants have a similar or lower educational level 
than natives. 
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In this context, this study examines the impact of immigration on the labour 
market conditions of natives in Argentina, a country with a long immigration tradition 
and high informality. Currently, 5% of the Argentine population constitutes 
individuals born in another country. Furthermore, Argentina is a particularly relevant 
setting for this research as it has a large territory and substantial territorial inequality, 
with poor northern regions and rich central and southern parts (González 2020, 2024, 
González et al. 2022, 2024). 

Immigration to Argentina dates back to the end of the 19th century. In 1869, the 
first law promoting the arrival of immigrants to populate the country was passed 
(Avellaneda Law), and the literature indicates that immigration laws are important  
(de Haas et al. 2019). The arrival of immigrants was promoted by offering subsidised 
travel and land grants. Immigration was encouraged to such an extent that Argentine 
ships exporting goods to Europe made the return trip with people instead of goods 
(Mussini−Biderbost 2023). Initially, most immigrants who arrived to Argentina were 
European; however, during the 20th and 21st centuries, most immigrants came from 
other Latin American countries (Biderbost et al. 2023). 

The outcomes of interest in this study include hourly labour income, 
unemployment rate and informality rate. The identification strategy employed is an 
instrumental variable estimation method that exploits the variability in the settlement 
of immigrants between Argentine regions; the ratio of immigrants and natives in each 
region is instrumented with the same lagged ratio. The estimation assumes that past 
settlements do not correlate with future economic shocks (Altonji−Card 1991). The 
intuition underlying the instrument is based on prior studies (Bartel 1989, Munshi 
2003) showing that the settlement patterns of previous immigrants are good 
predictors of the settlement choice of subsequent immigrants. The data are obtained 
from two national-level household surveys conducted in Argentina (Permanent 
Household Survey and Barometer of the Americas). 

The results of the study show that the arrival of immigrants does not worsen the 
labour market conditions of natives in terms of income, unemployment or 
informality. For labour income, the effects are null when considering different 
percentiles in the income distribution (5th, 10th, 25th, 50th, 75th, 90th and 95th 
percentile). The results are robust to the exclusion of fixed effects and controls, 
disaggregation by gender, ordinary least squares (OLS) estimation and estimation in 
levels (rather than in first differences). Null effects are also obtained when examining 
the impact of immigration on the perception of the labour market and economic 
conditions in Argentina. Thus, the robust results indicate the absence of negative 
effects of immigration on the labour market conditions of natives or on the subjective 
perceptions of such conditions. Ultimately, these results suggest that an anti-
immigration policy based on concerns about the labour market conditions of natives 
has no empirical support for the case of Argentina. 

The study makes contributions in three aspects. First, it provides novel causal 
evidence for a developing country with a large presence of immigrants. The literature 
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has typically focused on the United States and Western European countries. Second, 
the identification strategy used herein does not require immigrants to be pre-assigned 
to certain skill groups; furthermore, it allows for the detection of heterogeneous 
effects across income distribution levels of natives. Most prior studies conduct 
estimation after pre-assigning immigrants to certain groups based on their 
qualifications (e.g. education or years of work experience). Such assignment may 
generate biased estimates as they fail to consider that immigrants may be subject to 
job downgrading, i.e. working in occupations that do not correspond to their 
observed skills 1  (Dustmann et al. 2016). Third, the study assesses subjective 
perceptions of labour market conditions among natives of a developing country. By 
doing so, the study can detect the existence of biases in perceptions, which can 
critically inform policy formulation. Typically, the literature on this subject also 
predominantly involves analyses of developed countries. Some exceptions include the 
works of Chatruc−Rozo (2022), Ajzenamn et al. (2023). 

Sources of information 

This study combines two sources of information. First, it uses microdata from the 
Permanent Household Survey (EPH) conducted by the National Institute of Statistics 
and Censuses (INDEC 2023). This survey is carried out quarterly for 31 urban 
agglomerates in Argentina.2 

The analysis includes all waves of the EPH from 2003 (the year of the beginning 
of its quarterly modality) until 2019, the last year before the Covid-19 pandemic. This 
decision is aimed at excluding estimates from the period in which the mobility of 
people was limited at the global level. 

The EPH provides a representative sampling of the Argentine urban population, 
a country with more than 91% of its population living in urban areas. It provides 
information about multiple sociodemographic characteristics, including gender, age, 
educational level, income, city of residence, place of birth and employment status. 
EPH data reveal that immigrants (i.e. those born in a country other than Argentina) 
represent 5% of the Argentine population. 

The data presented in Table 1 show interesting differences between natives and 
immigrants. Immigrants in Argentina have a higher average age, almost 16 years older 

  
1 Downgrading may result from immigrants’ lack of complementary skills (e.g. the language of the recipient 

country) or the time required to find a position compatible with their skills. 
2 The agglomerates included in the EPH are Posadas (Misiones), Gran Resistencia (Chaco), Corrientes and 

Formosa in the Northeast region (NEA). For the Northwest region (NOA), Santiago del Estero-La Banda, Jujuy-
Palpalá, Gran Catamarca, Salta, La Rioja and Gran Tucumán-Tafí Viejo are surveyed. The Central region includes 
Gran Córdoba, Rio Cuarto, Gran Santa Fe, Gran Rosario, Gran Paraná, Concordia, Bahía Blanca-Cerri, Gran La 
Plata, Mar del Plata-Batán and San Nicolás-Villa Constitución. In the Southern region (Patagonia), Rawson-Trelew, 
Comodoro Rivadavia-Rada Tilly, Río Gallegos, Santa Rosa-Toay, Ushuaia-Rio Grande and Viedma-Carmen de 
Patagones are included. Gran Buenos Aires includes the City of Buenos Aires and the Buenos Aires districts bordering 
the City. The Cuyo region includes Gran Mendoza, Gran San Juan and Gran San Luis. 
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than natives. Immigrants also have lower educational achievement than natives, lower 
hourly labour income, higher labour informality and longer hours of work per week. 
This contrasts substantially with the profile of immigrants in developed countries, who 
tend to have a higher educational level and a lower average age (Dustmann et al. 2023). 

Table 1 
 Comparison of natives vs. immigrants (means) 

Indicator Natives Immigrants 
Proportion of population (%) 95 5 
Age  32.8 48.1 
Proportion of women (%) 51.7 55.4 
Low education (%) 29.6 43.7 
High education (%) 31.1 17.3 
Labour income per hour 733 617 
Unemployment rate (%) 9 8 
Informality rate (%) 36.2 54 
Working hours 42.6 46.1 

Notes: educational levels are estimated for the population aged ≥21 years. ‘Low education’ indicates people whose 
highest educational level is primary school, and ‘High education’ indicates people with at least tertiary education. 
Working hours are calculated per week and include only the employed population. 

Source: author’s elaboration based on EPH−INDEC data.  

Figure 1 confirms the observations of Table 1: immigrants have lower hourly 
labour income and greater income distribution than natives. The income density 
function of immigrants is shown to shift to the left in relation to that of the natives. 

Figure 1 
 Income density of natives vs. immigrants 

 
Note: income is expressed on a logarithmic scale and refers to hourly labour income expressed in constant 2019 

pesos.  
Source: author’s elaboration based on EPH−INDEC data.  
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This study’s second source of information is the Americas Barometer microdata 
(Vanderbilt University 2021). These microdata, collected via biennial surveys 
conducted between 2008 and 2019, indicate the preferences and perceptions of the 
Argentine population by region. One of the questions refers to the most serious problem 
facing the country. Possible answers include items on migration, unemployment, poverty, 
inequality, and economic crisis. The abovementioned items are the closest to the topic 
of this research. Using these data, the study constructs a dummy variable that takes 
the value of 1 for people who selected one of these items as the country’s most serious 
problem. This allows for investigating the relationship between immigration and 
perceptions of economic conditions. 

Methodology 

To causally identify the relationship between immigration and native labour market 
conditions, the study employs an instrumental variable strategy. This strategy is based 
on Dustmann et al.’s (2023) proposal. The instrument chosen is the lagged ratio 
between immigrants and natives for each region and period 𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟� . Given that the 
decision of migration destination is correlated with the economic conditions of the 
destination, the ratio between immigrants and natives is instrumented with a lag of 
eight periods. Equation 1 describes the estimation strategy. 

∆𝑦𝑦𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 = 𝛼𝛼𝑟𝑟 + 𝛾𝛾𝑡𝑡 + 𝛽𝛽0∆𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟� + 𝛽𝛽1∆𝑋𝑋𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 + ∆𝜀𝜀𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟,  (1) 
where 𝑦𝑦𝑟𝑟𝑡𝑡 refers to the outcome of interest y in region r and period t. The outcomes 
of interest include the logarithm of hourly labour income, unemployment and labour 
informality rates. In the case of income, equation 1 is estimated for different points 
of the native income distribution, including the 5th, 10th, 25th, 50th, 75th, 90th and 
95th percentiles. These estimations can help identify the potential presence of 
heterogeneous effects at different points of the distribution. 

𝛼𝛼𝑟𝑟 and 𝛾𝛾𝑡𝑡 are region and period fixed effects, respectively, and help control for 
unobserved heterogeneity between regions or over time. 𝛽𝛽0  is the coefficient of 
interest and is obtained from 𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟�  which is the ratio between immigrants and 
natives in region r and period t instrumented with its lag. 𝑋𝑋𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 is a vector of covariates 
that includes the average age of natives and immigrants and the ratios of high 
education to low education and intermediate education to low education among 
natives. Low education refers to people whose maximum educational achievement is 
completion of primary school, whereas high education includes people with at least 
tertiary education. Intermediate education includes the levels between the previous 
two. 𝜀𝜀𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 is the model error term. 

The identification strategy employed in this study has the advantage that it does 
not require immigrants to be pre-assigned to certain skill groups; furthermore, it 
allows for the detection of heterogeneous effects across the income distribution of 
natives. Most prior studies conduct estimations by pre-assigning immigrants to certain 
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groups based on their qualifications (e.g. education or years of experience). Such 
assignment may generate biased estimates as they fail to consider that immigrants may 
be subject to job downgrading, i.e. working in occupations that do not correspond to 
their observed skills (Dustmann et al. 2016). 

The estimation strategy employed in this research relies on two critical 
assumptions. First, the chosen instrument assumes that economic shocks are not too 
persistent. That is, contemporary economic conditions are not correlated with the 
decision to migrate in eight previous periods. In any case, the results are robust when 
considering another number of lags. Second, the study assumes that the arrival of 
immigrants does not have a displacement effect among natives. Otherwise, the 
estimates could be biased. In the case of this work, the concern about displacement 
is minimised by the fact that regions are considered as the units of analysis. Each 
Argentine region includes, on average, four provinces and an area of more than 
500,000 km2, comparable to the surface area of Spain or Sweden. Therefore, given 
the breadth of the units of analysis considered, it is expected that displacement, if it 
exists, will be largely intraregional. 

Furthermore, multiple robustness checks are incorporated. First, in addition to 
estimating the impact on the income of natives in the median of the distribution, the 
impact is considered in percentiles of both tails. Second, the results are recalculated 
after excluding fixed effects and control variables. Third, the impact is disaggregated 
by gender. Fourth, another outcome of interest is considered: a dummy variable that 
takes the value of 1 if the person believes that the country’s most serious problem 
relates to the migration or economic dimension (migration, unemployment, poverty, 
inequality or economic crises). This enables the study to determine whether a greater 
presence of immigrants results in a worse perception of the current economic 
conditions. 

Results 

The results in Table 2 show the impact of the presence of immigrants on the labour 
income of natives. When considering seven points of income distribution, no 
significant effects are observed. That is, immigration neither decreases nor increases 
the labour income of natives in any tails of the distribution. This result is maintained 
upon applying an OLS regression (see in Appendix Table A1), upon considering a 
model in levels instead of first differences (see in Appendix Table A2), and upon 
excluding fixed effects and controls (see in Appendix Table A3). These results provide 
robust evidence in favour of the nonexistence of an impact of immigration on the 
income of natives in Argentina. 
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Table 2 
 Immigration and labour income of natives in Argentina 

Dependent variable: 
labour income p5 p10 p25 p50 p75 p90 p95 

𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟�   
 

0.275 −1.713 −1.193 −1.075 1.083 −0.518 −0.443 
(5.724) (4.109) (3.147) (3.058) (3.343) (3.538) (4.025) 

Controls Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Fixed effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
N 324 324 324 324 324 324 324 
R2 0.097 0.113 0.18 0.196 0.182 0.156 0.10 

Notes: ‘income’ refers to hourly labour income expressed in constant pesos for 2019. Each column indicates a 
percentile of the income distribution of natives. The F statistic of the first stage of the instrumental variable regression 
is 11. * significant at 10%, ** significant at 5%, *** significant at 1%. 

Source: author’s elaboration based on EPH−INDEC data.  

Table 3 shows that the presence of immigrants in Argentine regions also has no 
significant impact in terms of unemployment. The coefficients, estimated under 
multiple specifications, indicate a null effect on the unemployment of natives. This is 
consistent with the previous result related to income. Additionally, the null result 
remains robust when findings are disaggregated by gender (see in Appendix Table 
A4). 

Table 3 
 Immigration and unemployment among natives of Argentina 

Dependent variable: 
unemployment rate 1 2 3 4 

𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟�   
 

−0.289 −1.246 −0.135 −1.045 
(1.785) (0.796) (1.867) (0.757) 

Controls No No Yes Yes 
Fixed effects No Yes No Yes 
N 324 324 324 324 
R2 0.036 0.345 0.042 0.174 

Notes: the unemployment rate is estimated only among people belonging to the economically active population. 
The F statistic of the first stage of the instrumental variable regression is 11. * significant at 10%, ** significant at 5%, 
*** significant at 1%. 

Source: author’s elaboration based on EPH−INDEC data.  

Complementing the above, Table 4 shows that a greater presence of immigrants 
does not result in changes in labour informality among natives. This result is robust 
when considering different specifications – i.e. with or without fixed effects and 
controls – and when findings are disaggregated by gender (see in Appendix Table A5). 
Thus, this study provides evidence comprising multiple dimensions (income, 
unemployment and informality), indicating the lack of significant impacts of the 
arrival of immigrants on the labour market in Argentina. 
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Table 4 
 Immigration and labour informality among natives in Argentina 

Dependent variable: 
informality rate 1 2 3 4 

𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟�   
 

0.164 −0.630 0.507 −0.539 
(2.827) (1.072) (2.955) (1.035) 

Controls No No Yes Yes 
Fixed effects No Yes No Yes 
N 324 324 324 324 
R2 0.0059 0.0538 0.0706 0.15 

Notes: ‘informality’ indicates an employment relationship without contributions to social security. The F statistic 
of the first stage of the instrumental variable regression is 11. * significant at 10%, ** significant at 5%, *** significant 
at 1%. 

Source: author’s elaboration based on EPH−INDEC data.  

Table 5 shows that the greater presence of immigrants does not result in worse 
perceptions of current economic conditions. This is consistent with the results 
presented in Tables 2–4: the null effects of immigration on natives’ labour market 
conditions coincide with similar null impacts on perceptions of current economic 
conditions. This finding is especially critical given the influence that public opinion 
has on policymaking. 

Table 5 
 Immigration and perceptions of economic conditions in Argentina 

Dependent variable: 
perceptions of 

 economic conditions 
1 2 3 4 

𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟�   
 

−0.63 −0.275 −0.869 −0.88 
(0.641) (2.59) (1.01) (1.87) 

Controls No No Yes Yes 
Fixed effects No Yes No Yes 
N 36 36 36 36 
R2 0.372 0.910 0.085 0.307 

Notes: ‘informality’ indicates an employment relationship without contributions to social security. * significant at 
10%, ** significant at 5%, *** significant at 1%. 

Source: author’s elaboration based on Vanderbilt University and EPH−INDEC data.  

The results reported in this study partially align with previous evidence. Several 
studies (Dustmann et al. 2013, Aksu et al. 2018, Piyapromdee 2020, Dustmann et al. 
2023) have shown that immigration flows have small or null effects on the labour 
market conditions of natives. The findings of this study on Argentina are consistent 
with those reported by Dustmann et al. (2023) for the United Kingdom in terms of 
greater inequality between immigrants than natives (Figure 1) and the null or limited 
impact of the former on the labour market conditions of natives. Evidence from the 
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United Kingdom and the United States also indicates a small impact of immigration, 
including the impact on the housing rental market (Dustmann et al. 2013, 
Piyapromdee 2020). The same is true for Turkey, Colombia, Peru and Israel 
(Friedberg 2001, Aksu et al. 2018, Bonilla-Mejia et al. 2020). In general terms, this 
study contributes to the literature by providing evidence of a small or null effect of 
immigration on the labour market conditions of natives. Thus, anti-immigration 
proposals justified on the basis of labour market conditions of natives have no 
empirical support. 

Conclusions 

This study examined the causal impact of immigration on the labour market 
conditions of natives in Argentina using data for 2003−2019 from two microdata 
surveys with broad temporal and geographic coverage (Permanent Household Survey 
and Barometer of the Americas). To avoid endogeneity concerns, the ratio between 
immigrants and natives was instrumented with a lag. 

The results show that the arrival of immigrants does not significantly alter the 
labour market conditions of natives, including labour income, informality and 
unemployment. The results remain robust when considering multiple percentiles of 
income distribution (5th, 10th, 25th, 50th, 75th, 90th and 95th percentiles), 
disaggregating the findings by gender, or using other estimation methods. 
Furthermore, no significant effects of immigration are observed in relation to 
perceptions of current economic conditions. 

The results reported here have important policy implications. First, the results 
show no evidence to support more restrictive immigration policies that are 
formulated to protect natives from competition in the labour market. This is relevant 
given that, a priori, immigrants’ low educational and income levels could exert 
downwards pressure on the wages of less qualified natives who receive the lowest 
wages. Second, given the demographic profile of immigrants (Table 1) and the null 
effects on natives reported herein, developing a policy to encourage the immigration 
of skilled workers (currently, a minority group among immigrants) can help boost the 
domestic labour market. Third, policy formulation must consider the fact that public 
opinion regarding current economic conditions is not affected by the arrival of 
immigrants. 

Future research could extend this analysis in several important directions. First, 
given Argentina’s position as a developing country with both high informality and 
substantial regional inequality, researchers could examine the dynamic effects of 
immigration over longer time horizons. Such research would clarify whether the null 
effects found in this study persist or change as local labour markets adjust over time. 
Additionally, investigating the mechanisms through which local labour markets 
absorb immigrants without negatively impacting natives’ outcomes would be 
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particularly valuable for developing countries with characteristics similar to those of 
Argentina. This could include analysing changes in occupational specialisation, skill 
complementarities or the potential expansion of informal sectors in response to 
immigration. 

Second, studies could examine the fiscal and productivity implications of 
immigration in Argentina. While this study focused on labour market outcomes and 
subjective perceptions, understanding how immigration affects public finance, 
innovation and firm productivity in the context of a developing country remains 
crucial. Research examining whether immigrants’ contribution to local economies 
varies across Argentina’s regions with different levels of development would be 
particularly relevant. 
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Appendix 

Table A1 
 Immigration and labour income of natives in Argentina estimated by OLS 

Dependent variable: 
labour income p5 p10 p25 p50 p75 p90 p95 

𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟�   
 

0.58 0.242 0.260 −1.01* −0.073 0.521 1.194* 
(1.032) (0.746) (0.576) (0.574) (0.622) (0.634) (0.712) 

Controls Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Fixed effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
N 366 366 366 366 366 366 366 
R2 0.113 0.143 0.187 0.182 0.155 0.146 0.11 

Notes: ‘income’ refers to hourly labour income expressed in constant pesos for 2019. Each column indicates a 
percentile of the income distribution of natives. * significant at 10%, ** significant at 5%, *** significant at 1%. 

Source: author’s elaboration based on EPH−INDEC data.  
Table A2 

 Immigration and labour income of natives in Argentina in estimation in levels 

Dependent variable: 
labour income p5 p10 p25 p50 p75 p90 p95 

𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟�   
 

28.798 42.497 31.957 19.592 3.230 4.893 0.695 
(31.496) (43.218) (32.801) (21.763) (11.007) (11.731) (11.813) 

Controls Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Fixed effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
N 324 324 324 324 324 324 324 
R2 0.817 0.666 0.801 0.887 0.963 0.946 0.941 

Notes: ‘income’ refers to hourly labour income expressed in constant pesos for 2019. Each column indicates a 
percentile of the income distribution of natives. * significant at 10%, ** significant at 5%, *** significant at 1%. 

Source: author’s elaboration based on EPH−INDEC data.  
Table A3 

 Immigration and labour income of natives in Argentina  
when excluding fixed effects and controls 

Dependent variable: 
labour income p5 p10 p25 p50 p75 p90 p95 

𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟�   
 

4.941 1.305 −0.262 0.932 2.128 −0.280 −0.607 
(15.302) (10.975) (8.738) (8.593) (9.338) (9.688) (10.722) 

Controls No No No No No No No 
Fixed effects No No No No No No No 
N 324 324 324 324 324 324 324 
R2 0.025 0.005 0.003 0.007 0.014 0.005 0.013 

Notes: ‘income’ refers to hourly labour income expressed in constant pesos for 2019. Each column indicates a 
percentile of the income distribution of natives. * significant at 10%, ** significant at 5%, *** significant at 1%. 

Source: author’s elaboration based on EPH−INDEC data.   



Immigration and native labour market conditions in Argentina 13 

 

Regional Statistics, Vol. 15. No. 5. 2025: 1–15; DOI: 10.15196/RS150501 

Table A4 
 Immigration and unemployment among natives of Argentina  

when disaggregated by gender 

Dependent variable: unemployment rate Men Women 

𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟�   
 

−1.178 −0.838 
(0.853) (0.912) 

Controls Yes Yes 
Fixed effects Yes Yes 
N 324 324 
R2 0.208 0.021 

Notes: the unemployment rate is estimated only among people belonging to the economically active population. 
* significant at 10%, ** significant at 5%, *** significant at 1%. 

Source: author’s elaboration based on EPH−INDEC data.  
Table A5 

 Immigration and labour informality of natives in Argentina  
when disaggregated by gender 

Dependent variable: informality rate Men Women 

𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟�   
 

−0.147 −0.832 
(1.298) (1.429) 

Controls Yes Yes 
Fixed effects Yes Yes 
N 324 324 
R2 0.095 0.125 

Notes: ‘informality’ indicates an employment relationship without contributions to social security. * significant at 
10%, ** significant at 5%, *** significant at 1%. 

Source: author’s elaboration based on EPH−INDEC data.  

REFERENCES 

AJZENAMN, N.–DOMINGUEZ, P.–UNDURRAGA, R. (2023): Immigration, crime, and crime 
(mis)perceptions American Economic Journal: Applied Economics 15 (4): pp. 142–176.  
https://doi.org/10.1257/app.20210156 

ALTONJI, J.–CARD, D. (1991): The Effects of Immigration on the Labor Market Outcomes of 
Less-skilled Natives In: ABOWD, J.–FREEMAN, R. (eds). Immigration, Trade, and the 
Labor Market pp. 201–234., University of Chicago Press, Chicago. 

BARTEL, A. (1989): Where do the new U.S. immigrants live? Journal of Labor Economics 7 (4): 
371–391. https://doi.org/10.1086/298213 

BIDERBOST, P.–CARRASQUERO, G.–GARRIDO, R.–BRINA, M. (2023): Intra-Latin American 
brain drain patterns: speech, political action, statistics, and testimonies of labor 
market insertion of the Venezuelan population in Argentina Journal of Latino/Latin 
American Studies 12 (1): 110–133.  
https://doi.org/10.18085/1549-9502.2023.12.SI.001.005 

https://doi.org/10.1257/app.20210156
https://doi.org/10.1086/298213
https://doi.org/10.18085/1549-9502.2023.12.SI.001.005


14 Fernando Antonio Ignacio González 

 

Regional Statistics, Vol. 15. No. 5. 2025: 1–15; DOI: 10.15196/RS150501 

BONILLA-MEJIA, L.–MORALES, L.–HERMIDA-GIRALDO, D.–FLÓREZ, L. (2020): The labor 
market of immigrants and non-immigrants evidence from the Venezuelan refugee 
crisis Borradores de Economía 1119. https://doi.org/10.32468/be.1119 

BORJAS, G. (2003): The labor demand curve is downward sloping: reexamining the impact of 
immigration on the labor market Quarterly Journal of Economics 118 (4): 1335–1374.  
https://doi.org/10.1162/003355303322552810 

BRATSBERG, B.–RAAUM, O. (2012): Immigration and wages: evidence from construction The 
Economic Journal 122 (565): 1177–1205.   
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0297.2012.02540.x 

CARUSO, G.–GOMEZ CANON, C.–MUELLER, V. (2021): Spillover effects of the Venezuelan 
crisis: migration impacts in Colombia Oxford Economic Papers 73 (2): 771–795.  
https://doi.org/10.1093/oep/gpz072 

CERITOGLU, E.–YUNCULER, H.–TORUN H.–TUMEN, S. (2017): The impact of Syrian refugees 
on natives’ labor market outcomes in Turkey: evidence from a quasi-experimental 
design IZA Journal of Labor Policy 6: 5.  
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40173-017-0082-4 

CHATRUC, M.–ROZO, S. (2022): Discrimination toward migrants during crises Migration Studies 
10 (4): 582–607. https://doi.org/10.1093/migration/mnac027 

DE HAAS, H.–CZAIKA, M.–FLAHAUX, M.–MAHENDRA, E.–NATTER, K.–VEZZOLI, S.–
VILLARES‐VARELA, M. (2019): International migration: trends, determinants, and 
policy effects Population and Development Review 45 (4): 885−922.   
https://doi.org/10.1111/padr.12291 

DEL CARPIO, X.–WAGNER, M. (2015): The impact of Syrian refugees on the Turkish labor 
market Working paper No. 7402., World Bank, Washington.  

DELGADO-PRIETO, L. (2023): Immigration and worker responses across firms: evidence from 
administrative records in Colombia Working paper Department of Economics, 
University of Oslo. 

DUSTMANN, C.–FRATTII, T.–PRESTON, I. (2013): The effect of immigration along the 
distribution of wages Review of Economic Studies 80 (1): 145–173.  
https://doi.org/10.1093/restud/rds019 

DUSTMANN, C.–SCHONBERG, U.–STUHLER, J. (2016): The impact of immigration: why do 
studies reach such different results? Journal of Economic Perspectives 30 (4): 31–56.  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1257/jep.30.4.31 

FOGED, M.–PERI, G. (2016): Immigrants' effect on native workers: new analysis on 
longitudinal data American Economic Journal: Applied Economics 8 (2): 1–34.  
https://doi.org/10.1257/app.20150114 

FRIEDBERG, R. (2001): The impact of mass migration on the Israeli labor market Quarterly 
Journal of Economics 116 (4): 1373–1408.  
https://doi.org/10.1162/003355301753265606 

GONZÁLEZ, F. (2020): Regional price dynamics in Argentina (2016–2019) Regional Statistics 
10 (2): 83–94. https://doi.org/10.15196/RS100205 

GONZÁLEZ, F. (2024): Parental gender preferences over three centuries: evidence from 
Argentina Economics and Human Biology 52: 101320.  
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ehb.2023.101320  

https://doi.org/10.32468/be.1119
https://doi.org/10.1162/003355303322552810
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0297.2012.02540.x
https://doi.org/10.1093/oep/gpz072
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40173-017-0082-4
https://doi.org/10.1093/migration/mnac027
https://doi.org/10.1111/padr.12291
https://doi.org/10.1093/restud/rds019
http://dx.doi.org/10.1257/jep.30.4.31
https://doi.org/10.1257/app.20150114
https://doi.org/10.1162/003355301753265606
https://doi.org/10.15196/RS100205
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ehb.2023.101320


Immigration and native labour market conditions in Argentina 15 

 

Regional Statistics, Vol. 15. No. 5. 2025: 1–15; DOI: 10.15196/RS150501 

GONZÁLEZ, F.–SANTOS, M.–LONDON, S. (2022): Multidimensional poverty and natural 
disasters in Argentina (1970–2010) Journal of Human Development and Capabilities 
23 (2): 206–227. https://doi.org/10.1080/19452829.2021.1910220 

GONZÁLEZ, F.–CANTERO, L.–SZYSZKO, P.–BYS, H. (2024): Brain drain in the health sector? 
Impact of the Mais Médicos program in Argentina (2010–2019) Regional Statistics 
14 (1): 44–60. https://doi.org/10.15196/RS140103 

LEBOW, J. (2022): The labor market effects of Venezuelan migration to Colombia: reconciling 
conflicting results IZA Journal of Development and Migration 13: 2–49.  
https://doi.org/10.2478/izajodm-2022-0005 

LEBOW, J. (2024): Immigration and occupational downgrading in Colombia Journal of Development 
Economics 166: 103164. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2023.103164 

MUNSHI, K. (2003): Networks in the modern economy: Mexican migrants in the U. S. labor 
market Quarterly Journal of Economics 118 (2): 549–599.  
https://doi.org/10.1162/003355303321675455 

MUSSINI, A.–BIDERBOST, P. (2023): Demographic projections for Argentina as a basis for the 
design of its migration policy Migraciones internacionales 14.  
https://doi.org/10.33679/rmi.v1i1.2621  

PIYAPROMDEE, S. (2020): The Impact of immigration on wages, internal migration, and 
welfare Review of Economic Studies 88 (1): 406–453.  
https://doi.org/10.1093/restud/rdaa029  

INTERNET SOURCES 

AKSU, E.–ERZAN, R.–KIRDAR, M. (2018): The impact of mass migration of Syrians on the 
Turkish labor market Working paper No. 12050., IZA.  
https://docs.iza.org/dp12050.pdf (downloaded: September 2024) 

DUSTMANN, C.–KASTIS, Y.–PRESTON, I. (2023): Inequality and immigration. Working paper 7., 
CReAM. https://www.cream-migration.org/publ_uploads/CDP_07_23_1.pdf   
(downloaded: September 2024) 

INSTITUTO NACIONAL DE ESTADISTICA Y CENSOS [INDEC] (2023): Microdatos de la encuesta 
permanente de Hogares.  
https://www.indec.gob.ar/indec/web/Institucional-Indec-BasesDeDatos  
(downloaded: September 2024) 

LOMBARDO, C.–MARTINEZ-CORREA, J.–PEÑALOZA-PACHECO, L.–GASPARINI, L. (2021): 
The distributional effect of a massive exodus in Latin America and the role of 
downgrading and regularization Working paper 290. CEDLAS.  
https://www.cedlas.econo.unlp.edu.ar/wp/wp-
content/uploads/doc_cedlas290.pdf (downloaded: September 2024) 

ORGANIZACIÓN INTERNACIONAL PARA LAS MIGRACIONES [INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATION] (2023): World migration report 2022.  
https://worldmigrationreport.iom.int/wmr-2022-interactive/  
(downloaded: September 2024) 

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY (2021): Barómetro de las Américas: microdatos de Argentina.  
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/lapop/argentina.php (downloaded: September 2024) 

https://doi.org/10.1080/19452829.2021.1910220
https://doi.org/10.15196/RS140103
https://doi.org/10.2478/izajodm-2022-0005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2023.103164
https://doi.org/10.1162/003355303321675455
https://doi.org/10.33679/rmi.v1i1.2621
https://doi.org/10.1093/restud/rdaa029
https://docs.iza.org/dp12050.pdf
https://www.cream-migration.org/publ_uploads/CDP_07_23_1.pdf
https://www.indec.gob.ar/indec/web/Institucional-Indec-BasesDeDatos
https://www.cedlas.econo.unlp.edu.ar/wp/wp-content/uploads/doc_cedlas290.pdf
https://www.cedlas.econo.unlp.edu.ar/wp/wp-content/uploads/doc_cedlas290.pdf
https://worldmigrationreport.iom.int/wmr-2022-interactive/
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/lapop/argentina.php

	Ceritoglu, E.–Yunculer, H.–Torun H.–Tumen, S. (2017): The impact of Syrian refugees on natives’ labor market outcomes in Turkey: evidence from a quasi-experimental design IZA Journal of Labor Policy 6: 5.
	https://doi.org/10.1186/s40173-017-0082-4
	Chatruc, M.–Rozo, S. (2022): Discrimination toward migrants during crises Migration Studies 10 (4): 582–607. https://doi.org/10.1093/migration/mnac027

	Del Carpio, X.–Wagner, M. (2015): The impact of Syrian refugees on the Turkish labor market Working paper No. 7402., World Bank, Washington.
	Lebow, J. (2022): The labor market effects of Venezuelan migration to Colombia: reconciling conflicting results IZA Journal of Development and Migration 13: 2–49.
	https://doi.org/10.2478/izajodm-2022-0005
	Lebow, J. (2024): Immigration and occupational downgrading in Colombia Journal of Development Economics 166: 103164. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2023.103164
	Aksu, E.–Erzan, R.–Kirdar, M. (2018): The impact of mass migration of Syrians on the Turkish labor market Working paper No. 12050., IZA.
	https://docs.iza.org/dp12050.pdf (downloaded: September 2024)
	Lombardo, C.–Martinez-Correa, J.–Peñaloza-Pacheco, L.–Gasparini, L. (2021): The distributional effect of a massive exodus in Latin America and the role of downgrading and regularization Working paper 290. CEDLAS.
	https://www.cedlas.econo.unlp.edu.ar/wp/wp-content/uploads/doc_cedlas290.pdf (downloaded: September 2024)

