
Source: Facebook, HUNOR – Hungarian Space Program
https://www.facebook.com/share/1BXjMi85u2/; 
The European Space Agency: Űr-lépték – Conference celebrating the mission of Bertalan 
Farkas and the 35th anniversary of the Hungarian space flight
https://www.esa.int/Space_in_Member_States/Hungary/UR-LEPTEK_-_Uennepi_konferencia_
Farkas_Bertalan_kueldetese_es_a_magyar_urrepueles_35._evfordulojan; 
Hungarian Astronautical Society: Scientific experiments of the space flight of Bertalan Farkas
https://konyv.mant.hu/farkas_magyari_kiserletek/. 
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Based on the most recent, 2023 data, the amount spent on 
space exploration and utilization related research and 
development was 7 billion HUF. 
This amount reached since the three years as of the 2021 
adoption of the Space Strategy, 19.4 billion HUF; 2.6 billion 
HUF more than in the 2010-2020 period.

R&D expenditures by the space exploration and 
utilization goal*

* Space exploration and utilization: non-military space exploration, as well as scientific discovery of
space; applied research programs; launch systems; space laboratories and space exploration.
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Launch date 26 May 1980 Scheduled: 8 June 2025

Bertalan Farkas Tibor Kapu 

Fighter pilot, space 
researcher, astronaut

Mechanical engineer, 
researcher-astronaut

Interkosmos Axiom-4/AX-4

8 days Scheduled: 14 days

Soyuz–36 (Soviet) Dragon spacecraft,
Falcon–9 launch vehicle

Salyut–6 International Space 
Station (ISS)

To study, among others:
– how the interferon protein is formed in

the human body in cosmic conditions,
– radiation affecting astronauts

(Pille dosimeter),
– intellectual work capacity

(Balaton instrument),
– crystal structures forming during melt-

ing and hardening of different metals,
– how are different metals mixing which

under Earth’s conditions do not mix
(aluminium and copper),

– handheld camera photography of
different Earth forms and phenomena,
for remote sensing purposes
(Biosphere experiment).

Performing about 60 scientific and techni-
cal experiments. To perform, within it, 
close to 30 Hungarian experiments, such 
as: 
– to study changes in human microbiome

under space conditions,
– to study plant germination, micro-veg-

etables’ cultivation and leaf-develop-
ment,

– to model planet atmosphere dynamics
with fluid experiment,

– mapping recovery mechanisms in regard
to DNA lesions caused by radiation,

– study of nanofiber-based medicine
used in ophthalmology under space
conditions.
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Two astronauts, two missions:
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